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opening of the long glass tube is above the surface of the fluid, which will 
then run with a force proportionate to the height to which the bottle is raised 
above the canula. A hypodermatic needle can be attached for subcutaneous 
injection, or an aspirator needle can be used for injection into the peritoneal 
cavity. It is hoped that these operations may be more frequently performed 

now that it is possible to extemporize so simple and effective an apparatus._ 

Indian Medical Gazette, , 1894, No. 5, p. 168. 

Ergot or Hydrastis in Metrorrhagias. 

Dr. LlEGEOIS believes that ergot is the remedy for post partum uterine 
inertia, but that hydrastis can be substituted with advantage in the treatment 
of metrorrhagias other than these. For chlorotics he prescribes ferric chlo¬ 
ride or sulphate, but, with the iron, always hydrastis. For neurotic individuals 
the chloride or sulphate is replaced by the ferric valerianate or bromide and 
the hydrastis is continued, even during the menstrual epoch, because it does 
not give rise to uterine colic as does ergot. Neither ergot nor hydrastis can 
take the place of digitalis in cases where the hemorrhage is due to hyposys- 
tole in disease of the mitral valve of the heart; nor the place of quinine when 
it is due to malarial infection. Hydrastis is especially useful in the hemor¬ 
rhages of the menopause; for the medication of urgency, hypodermatic injec¬ 
tions of quinine are necessary. If uterine colic is a prominent symptom 
during the administration of hydrastis, the remedy is not at fault, but the 
cause lies in intra uterine clots, and relief may be obtained with piscidia and 
viburnum. In metrorrhagias connected with uterine neuralgias and metritis 
he adds, to the hydrastis, piscidia, and viburnum, cannabis indica. For the 
hemorrhage of endometritis fungosa, or of cancer, surgical measures must be 
adopted. If the uterine hypercongestion is secondary to ovarian neuralgia 
the combination above mentioned is useful. He does not recommend hydras- 
tinine, for the dose varies so greatly, nor is it advisable for hypodermatic 

injections, which are always painful and leave behind indurated nodes._ 

Journal des Praticiens, 1894, No. 29, p. 344. 

[The combinations of drugs recommended in this paper have been in com¬ 
mon use in America for nearly ten years.—R. W. W.] 

Ichthyol Suppositories in the Treatment of Prostatitis. 

Dr. A. Freudenberg has made use of this method of treatment in about 
thirty to forty cases since March, 1891. It is most useful in subacute and 
chronic cases, relieving the pain upon defecation, pressure, and other 
subjective symptoms, as well as the enlargement and hardening of the 
gland. The ammonium preparation was employed in dose from seven to 
fifteen grains in cacao butter, thirty to forty-five grains, as a rectal suppositoiy, 
two being used each day. No observations upon prostatic hypertrophy are 
recorded.— Centralblal fur klinische Medicin, 1893, No. 26. 

The Action of Hydrochlorate of Scopolamine on the Eye. 

Dr. Thomas It. Pooley gives his experience of the last six months. Sco¬ 
polamine is obtained from the root of the Scopolina atropoides , and like atropine 
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and hyoscine, belongs to the pharmacological group of the tropelnes, and as 
such the instillation of a water solution in the eye causes dilatation of the 
pupil. According to Landenberg, scopolamine, as well as hyoscine, are con¬ 
tained in hyoscyamus, without being identical with the latter; it is rather 
isomeric with cocaine, butyields different integral products. The conclusions 
are: That it is of value as a mydriatic and cycloplegic in the examination 
of anomalies of refraction ; that its action is more complete than homatro- 
pine, and of about the same duration, and better than that of atropine sulphate, 
because its effects pass off sooner; that it is open to the objection that it pro¬ 
duces toxic effects oftener than homatropine, in spite of statements to the 
contrary; that the temporary amblyopia sometimes induced does not seem 
to be of much moment; that in cases of short attacks of inflammation of the 
cornea, especially in some of the suppurative types,, it is of special value. 
That this drug will soon replace atropine in the practice of ophthalmology is 
not well assured, but that it may prove a very valuable addition to the list 
of mydriatics which we now have, seems to be altogether likely .—Therapeutic 
Gazette , 1894, No. 3, p. ICO. 

An Antidote to Strychnine. 

M. G. Grioorescu, in the course of some experiments to determine the 
action of toxic substances upon the excitability of peripheral nerves and 
muscles, developed the fact that butyl-chloral opposes the toxic action ot 
strychnine. He found that if injections of strychnine were made (in frogs), 
those which received also the butyl-chloral remained torpid, while those with 
Btrychnine alone were tetanized; the least noise increased the tetanus of the 
latter, but the former did not show any spasm. After some hours the butyl- 
chloral was eliminated, and then these frogs were seized with tetanus, as were 
the others. On repeating the antidote up to the elimination of the strychnine, 
complete cures resulted. On experimenting with larger frogs similar results 
were obtained. The observations demonstrate that butyl-chloral energetically 
opposes its physiological action to the physiological action of strychnine. 
Archives dc Physiologic , 1894, No. 1, p. 32. 

The Treatment of Skin Diseases by the Mineral-Oil Soaps. 

Dr. J. S&MEGH has made use of a soap which, on account of its containing 
naphtha, he has termed a mineral-oil soap. This soap possesses great ad¬ 
vantages over the tar ointments, in that it does not act as an irritant. He has 
employed it for pityriasis versicolor, herpes tonsurans, mycotic eczema, ephelis, 
acne vulgaris, and commedones. It is used in seven different degrees of con¬ 
centration in the following manner: The diseased area is moistened with 
lukewarm water and the skin rubbed with soap. The foam thus pro¬ 
duced is allowed to remain five, and later, when the skin is not markedly 
reddened, ten, fifteen, or twenty minutes, then it is removed by washing, and 
the area dusted with powdered rice starch. If the skin is markedly irritated, 
the treatment should be omitted for a few days .—Cenlralblatlfur die gesammte 
Therapie , 1894, Heft 5, S. 271. 

[Composition and strength of the preparation are not given. E. W. W.] 



